
The 7th conference initiated by Psychoactive – Mental Health Professionals 
for Human Rights, will be held in memory of Dr Eyad el Sarraj, Gazan 
psychiatrist who practiced non-violent Palestinian resistance to the 
Israeli occupation and was a leader of community mental health in the 
occupied Palestinian territories. Resistance is a common term in two 
very different fields of action: psychoanalysis and the struggle against 
occupation by foreign powers. In psychoanalysis, it has recently been 
recognized that resistance may also have liberating effects and may be 
needed for therapy. In resisting the occupation, many of those who are 
involved in resistance hold non-violent principles, in recognition that 
violence leads to more violence even after the removal of the occupying 
regime. These issues will be at the center of a one-day conference, 
organized by Psychoactive, Other Voice, and Physicians for Human Rights. 

Monday, December 22, 2014
Bar-Shira Auditorium, Tel-Aviv University

Non-violent resistance
 in psychotherapy and Society:

Conference in Memory of Dr. Eyad el Sarraj

Participating Speakers:

*  Ahmed abu Tawahina  *  Jessica Benjamin

*  Stephen Frosh  *  Lynne Segal  *  Samah Jabr

*  Uri Hadar  *  Nasser el Sarraj 

*  Ruchama Marton  *  Yaacov Raz

Dr. Eyad el Sarraj, Palestinian Gazan psychiatrist and human rights defender, founder of Gaza Community Mental Health Program
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Program

Registration and assembly

Opening Address : 

Moshe Landsman  

Nasser el Sarraj, Ruchama Marton: In Memory of Dr. Eyad el Sarraj

First Panel:  Eyad el Sarraj and The Struggle for Recognition

Ahmed Abu Tawahina: Dr. Eyad El Sarraj: A Staunch Palestinian Advocate for Non-

Violent Struggle Against Israeli Occupation 

Jessica Benjamin: Eyad Sarraj and the Call to Recognition - How victims liberate 

perpetrators and create moral community 

Stephen Frosh: Beyond Recognition: The Politics of Encounter

Coffee break

Second Panel: Non-Violent Resistance in Individuals

Samah Jabr: Resistance and Resilience

Uri Hadar: On the Notion of Part Resistance 

lunch break

Third Panel: Non-Violent Resistance in Society

Lynne Segal: Resisting Despair: Solidarity from Afar 

Jacob Raz: Non Violent Resistance in Buddhism

Large group floor discussion with Nimer Said and Arnona Zehavi

Conference closure

About The Speakers

Nasser el Sarraj: Eyad’s brother and an officer of the Palestinian Authority. Lives in Gaza.
  
Ruchama Marton: Psychotherapist, psychiatrist, and feminist, The President and founder of 
Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, and a human rights activist.

Ahmed Abu Tawahina: Clinical psychologist, human rights and peace activist. Past director of 
Gaza Community Mental Health Program, and currently chairman of Gaza Dignity- a human rights 
and mental health organization. Publishes extensively on issues of peace, civil society, human 
rights and mental health.

Jessica Benjamin: American Psychoanalyst and feminist. An associate professor at the New York 
University Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis, faculty member of the 
New School for Social Research. Known for her contributions to the concept of intersubjectivity in 
psychoanalysis and mutual recognition between Israelis and Palestinians.

Stephen Frosh: Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Professor of Psychosocial Studies at Birkbeck College, 
University of London, UK. He is the author of many books and papers on psychosocial studies and 
is particularly well-known for his lucid accounts of psychoanalysis in society.

Samah Jabr: A Palestinian psychiatrist and psychotherapist from East-Jerusalem who extends the 
notion of wellbeing beyond issues of mental illness. Psychiatrist at Palestinian Ministry of Health 
and a private practitioner. Writer in several English and American magazines and lecturer in several 
forums.

Uri Hadar: Professor of Psychology at Tel Aviv University, where he teaches an innovative course 
on the psychology of occupation. His research concerns psychoanalysis, language and society. 
He has published extensively on these matters. A member of Psychoactive– Mental Health 
Professionals for Human Rights. 

Lynne Segal: Anniversary professor of psychology and gender studies at Birkbeck College, 
London. She is a socialist feminist, academic and activist, author of many books and articles 
concerning gender, social justice, the personal in the political and international solidarity.
 
Jacob Raz: Learning and teaching Buddhism during the last 40 years, with many books and 
articles that interface Budhism with Western approaches to well-being. Professor in the East Asia 
Studies Department in Tel-Aviv University. Active in various groups and initiatives for peace and 
social involvement. Yoni’s father.



Registration

Registration Dates: From 1/11/2014  to  10/12/2014. Early registration - untill 30/11/14

To enable the request for permits, residents of the Palestinian Authority and the Gaza Strip are asked 

to register as early as possible, untill 15/11/14.  Please make sure that you note your ID number in 

the registration form. We shall make every effort to get permits for those who wish to participate.

Registration Fee: After covering conference expenses, remaining funds from the registration fee will 

be donated to The Gaza Community Mental Health Program. Payment possibilities and details are in 

the online registration form.

Early registration (until 30.11.14)

Guests from Israel

Guests from West Bank / Gaza Strip

Students from Israel*

* A student discount will also be possible for those who require it due to financial difficulties.

150 NIS

exempt

100 NIS

170 NIS

exempt

120 NIS

Late registration (from 01.12.14)

Registration Form: To register please fill  the online registration form,  that can be found at:   

  www.psychoactive.org.il 

Registration to opening dinner: Conference participants and guests from Gaza and the West 

Bank are invited to attend a dinner on Sunday, December 21st, and to stay the night with Israeli 

hosts. Registration to the dinner event is also through the registration form.

For more information and help with registration please contact:

Email:  psychoactive.conference@gmail.com

Tel:  Leora Sotto – 0584561040 /  Iris Dotan Katz – 0505344836  / Bati Lubinstein - 0544222745


